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IV.—On a New Species of the genus Polyplectron. 

By D. G. Eruior, F.Z.8., &e. 
I am indebted to the kindness of M. Jules Verreaux for the 
placing in my hands a new Polyplectron, which in general 
appearance compares favourably with the handsomest of the 
known species of the genus. It was sent to the Museum of 
Paris from Cochin China by M. Germain, after whom I have 
great pleasure in naming it 


POLYPLECTRON GERMAINI. 

Nigro-fusco vermiculatum ; dorso, alis caudaque splendide viridi 
ocellatis, fusco-albido marginatis; capite et collo albo 
striatis; gula alba; rostro pedibusque nigris, mandibula 
albida. 

General colour blackish-brown, irregularly spotted with light 
brown. Head and back part of the neck black, each feather 
being barred with white. Back, wings, and tail covered with 
metallic spots; in some lights of a dark lustrous green, in others 
of arich purple. Primaries dark brown. Upper mandible black, 
lower one light horn-colour. Feet black. 


Whole length . . . . 20 inches. 
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This species comes nearest to P. chinquis, but is very easily 
distinguished from that bird by its much darker hue and the 
very different coloration of the ocellated spots on the back and 
tail, which are far more brilliant and rich in the present bird. 
The specimen described is an adult male in perfect plumage. 
The female has not yet been obtained. 


V.—Note on the Species of the genus Muscisaxicola. 
By P. L. Scrater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., &c.. 
I HAVE read with great pleasure Messrs. Philippi and Land- 
beck’s article in the first part of Wiegmann’s ‘Archiv’ for 
1865, on the species of the genus Muscisazicola*; and having 


* “Monographie der Stidamerikanischen Muscisaxicolinen,” Wiegm. 
Arch. 1865, p. 74. 


Mr. P. L. Sclater on the genus Muscisaxicola. 57 


also had the advantage of examining specimens of the new 
species described therein, which Mr. O. Salvin has lately ob- 
tained from Herr Dr. F. Leybold of Santiago, through Dr. J. A. 
Kuhn of Munich, I beg leave to be allowed to offer a few re- 
marks upon the subject, taking the species in the order given 
by Messrs. Philippi and Landbeck. 


l. Muscısaxıcora ALBIFRONS (Tsch.); Philippi & Land. Z. c. 
E er | 
Of this species I possess specimens obtained by Mr. Fraser on 
the Andes of Ecuador (Panza and Pichincha), as recorded in the 
Zoological Society’s ‘ Proceedings’ for 1860, pp. 78 and 92. I 
have little doubt of the identity of my birds with Tschudi’s 
Ptyonura albifrons, although I agree with Messrs. Philippi and 
Landbeck that the figure in the ‘ Fauna Peruana’ is barely reco- 
gnizable. But I rather doubt whether the bird obtained by 
Froben above Tacna in Peru, and described by Messrs. Philippi 
and Landbeck, really belongs to the same species. I certainly 
could not attribute to my skins a “‘ weisslicher Spiegel auf den 
Flügeln.” In both my specimens the wings are dark greyish 
black, with very narrow greyish edgings to the secondaries and 
coverts, but hardly any edgings perceptible on the primaries. 
The habitat of M. albifrons appears to be Northern Peru and 
the highlands of Ecuador. 


2. MUSCISAXICOLA CINEREA, Philippi & Landb., nov. sp., & c. 
p. 80. 
_ This may possibly be the same species as that described by 
Lafresnaye (Rev. Zool. 1855, p. 61) as M. albimentum, although 
Lafresnaye’s expression “‘ supra tota fusco-grisea, pileo brunnes- 
centi-fusco ” does not quite suit M. cinerea, of which the head 
is nearly uniform grey with the back. M. cinerea lives in the 
Cordilleras of Santiago, Chili, at a height of 10,000 feet above 
the sea-level. 


3. MUSCISAXICOLA MACULIROSTRIS, Lafr. & d’Orb.; Philippi 
& Landb. l. c. p. 82, appears to havea very wide range. Mr. Fraser 
obtained examples at Calacali, in Ecuador, 8000 feet above the 
sea-level, which are now in my collection. D’Orbigny procured it 
on the high tableland of Bolivia, near La Paz. Burmeister records 
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its occurrence near Mendoza, on the eastern side of the Andes ; 
and in the Cordilleras of Chili it appears to be found in many 
localities. 


4. MUSCISAXICOLA MENTALIS, Lafr. & D’Orb.; Philippi & 
Landb. J. c. p. 85. 

My specimens of this species were obtained by Mr. Bridges, 
probably in Chili, where, from Messrs. Philippi and Landbeck’s 
observations, it appears to be very abundant. It is found also 
in Bolivia (D’Orb.), Peru (Tsch.), and Patagonia (D’Orb.), ap- 
parently descending into the lowlands in winter, and passing 
the summer among the higher Andes. 

I have one example of M. macloviana from the Falkland Islands. 
This form may be entitled to specific separation on account of 
its larger size, though otherwise hardly different. I measure 


as follows :— 
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5. MUSCISAXICOLA RUBRICAPILLA, Philippi & Landb., sp. 
nov., J. c. p. 93. 

Undoubtedly a good species, I think, judging from the single 
specimen obtained from Dr. Leybold. Inhabits the Cordilleras 
of the Chilian provinces of Colchagua and Santiago. 


6. MUSCISAXICOLA RUFIVERTEX, Lafr. & D’Orb. ; Philippi & 
Landb. /. c. p. 95. 

My Bolivian examples of this species agree with the Chilian 
skins received from Dr. Leybold. 


7. MUSCISAXICOLA FLAVIVERTEX, Philippi & Landb. Z. c. p. 98, 
is certainly M. flavinucha, Lafr., described and figured Rev. Zool. 
1855, p.59. I have a single specimen in my collection, said to 
be from Chili. 


8. MUSCISAXICOLA NIGRIFRONS, Philippi & Landb. Z. c. p. 101, 
is a good species. To me it seems most nearly allied to M. al- 
bifrons, but differs in its black forehead, lighter upper surface, 
and longer bill. I suspect, however, this is Burmeister’s Pty- 
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onura frontalis (Journ. f. Orn. 1860, p. 248), although his de- 
scription is not quite accurate. 

As is the case with Messrs. Philippi and Landbeck, I have 
not met with M. striaticeps (Lafr. et D’Orb.), M. capistrata,. 
Burmeister, M. brunnea, Gould, or M. albilora, Lafr. 

The nine species of Muscisaxicola known to me may be ar- 
ranged as follows :— 


a, species rostro unicolore nigro. 
a', macula nuche nulla. 


Pa Torts ais: fronte pileo concolore . (1) albifrons. 


fronte nigra (2) nigrifrons. 
6", loris cinereis. . . . . . . « (8) cinerea. 
aes ee major (4) macloviana. . 
c", loris nigris - i 

minor (5) mentalis. 


6", macula nuchæ distincta. 
d', mac. nuchæ flavida . « . (6) flavinucha. 
major . - . (7) rubricapilla. 

minor (8) rufivertex. 
b, sp. rostro ad basin flavo . . . . (9) maculirostris. 

In my ‘Catalogue of American Birds’ "i 206) I have associated 
with this genus the Tenioptera rubetra of Burmeister (J. f. O. 
1860, p. 247), of which curious bird I have a single specimen. 
This species, however, is certainly not a typical. Muscisaxicola, 
and, I fear, must ultimately be made the type of a new genus. 

I may remark, in conclusion, that there can be no doubt that 
Muscisaxicola is essentially a Tyrannine form, and has no real 
affinity with Muscicapa or Saxicola. In the same way, the so- 
called Chilian “ Larks” described by Messrs. Philippi and 
Landbeck (Certhilauda, Geobama, &c.) belong to the purely Neo- 
tropical group Dendrocolaptide. 


el’, mac. nuche rubra { 


VI.—On the Ornithology of Palestine. Part III. 
By the Rev. H. B. Tristram, M.A., F.L.S., C.M.Z.S. 
(Plate IT.) 
(Continued from ‘The Ibis’ for 1865, page 263] v“ 
Next to the Accipitrine order, there are few classes of birds 
more conspicuous or attractive than the world-wide Crow-tribe, 


